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April 24, 2007
Contact: UM School of Business Administration, 406-243-4831.
UM BUSINESS SCHOOL NAMES 2007 OUSTANDING ALUMS
MISSOULA The School of Business Administration at The University of Montana has named its
outstanding alumni for 2007.
A. Warren Wilcox of Missoula was named Outstanding Distinguished Alumnus, Craig
Crawford of Darien, Conn., was chosen as the Outstanding Alumnus and Mary Olson of
Billings was tabbed the Outstanding Early Career Alumna.
They will receive their awards during the business school’s 60th Annual Donor
Recognition and Scholarship Awards Banquet, scheduled for 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 2, in
the University Center Ballroom.
Born and raised in Missoula, Wilcox earned a business degree from UM in 1965. He
became a public accountant until 1968, when he started working exclusively for one of his
clients, John R. Daily Inc., a local meat packing company.
Wilcox instituted a cost-accounting program for Daily Inc., where he worked for 38
years. He eventually acquired an equity interest and became an integral part of the management
team. Wilcox and his colleagues ultimately decided to specialize in bacon production and
expand the business, developing an additional facility in Salt Lake City.
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Wilcox has remained active in many business and community organizations. He served
on the board of the National Meat Association and was involved in several accounting
organizations. He also is a founding member of the Missoula YMCA chapter and has served
on a number of boards, including the Community Medical Center Foundation, American Red
Cross, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Montana, U.S. Bank and the Montana Chamber of
Commerce.
He was president of the Montana chamber in 1981 and currently chairs the UM
Foundation Board of Trustees.
Wilcox always has been involved in many business ventures. He developed real estate
and has invested in several Missoula-area businesses with varying degrees of success. His
latest endeavor is a Canadian helicopter company, Ascent Airborne.
Crawford, who earned an accounting degree from UM in 1979, is a senior partner in
the Executive Office of KPMG LLP in New York. He also serves as partner-in-charge of the
Audit Group of KPMG’s Department of Professional Practice. KPMG is one of the four largest
international networks of public accounting firms, with annual worldwide revenues of about
$17 billion.
Crawford’s responsibilities include developing audit policy and providing technical
assistance on audit-related matters to KPMG’s domestic and international practices. In
addition, he monitors the standard-setting activities of the Public Company Accounting
Oversight Board and American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, among others.
Crawford began his career with KPMG in 1979 in Billings. He transferred to Honolulu
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in 1990, was part of KPMG’s Department of Professional Practice in New York from 1992 to
1994 and then returned to Hawaii in 1994. In 1999 he returned to New York, where he
assumed his current responsibilities in 2000.
Very active with his alma mater, Crawford served on the UM business school’s
advisory council during 2003-06 and now serves on the UM Alumni Association’s Board of
Directors.
A Billings native, Olson earned her business m aster’s degree from UM in 1989. She
then joined IBM in a sales territory covering Montana and parts of Wyoming, Idaho and
Eastern Washington.
After 10 years in sales, she joined the finance team for IBM’s direct sales organization - ibm.com — at its headquarters in White Plains, N .Y . There she developed a financial model
that predicted the impact on earnings of alternate routes to market for multiple lines of business
worldwide.
From that position she became distribution channel manager for server and storage
products. She focused on increasing revenue and developing marketing strategies for IBM’s
direct sales force.
In 2005 she joined the System x server line o f business as global sales executive. This
required her to travel extensively in Europe and Asia to develop and execute the company’s
global sales strategies. Today she is responsible for more than $2.5 billion in revenue and is
IBM’s senior state executive for Montana.
Olson serves on the Montana chamber board, is past president of the Montana Council
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on Economic Education and participates in the UM President’s Advisory Council. She also is
past member of the UM business school’s advisory council. In addition, she sits on the board
of directors for a development company with hotel, warehouse, radio, ranching and winery
operations across the United States.
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